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Dr. Sharfstein Visits the B’More Clubhouse 
 On Monday, September 24th 2012, the 

B’More Clubhouse held a discussion on the 
issues surrounding mental health in the U.S., 
and in Maryland in particular. Dr. Joshua 
Sharfstein, the Secretary of the Maryland 
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, 
visited the Clubhouse for the discussion. Jane 
Plapinger, President and CEO of Baltimore 
Mental Health Systems Inc., Dr. Sharfstein’s 
assistant Tara Gallagher, Anette Goelet, and 
Tanya Phillips, who are all members of the 
Board of Directors for the B’More Clubhouse, 
were also present at the meeting.  

The Clubhouse model is unique because it 
is not medically based. The Clubhouse doesn’t 
have doctors, therapists, or provide information 
on medication. Those who join the Clubhouse 
are called members, not patients or clients; it 
gives those who join a sense of belonging to 
something positive. 

Word on the Street Receives 
Partner In Excellence Award 

By: Bonnie Lane 
Word on the Street is Baltimore’s street paper written, sold and 

produced by the homeless, formerly homeless, allies and advocates. On 
October 9, 2012, Word on the Street received a Partner in Excellence Award 
from Health Care for the Homeless.  Word on the Street is proud to continue 
to produce a fine publication and will be releasing ISSUE 3, THE ELECTION 
ISSUE in the coming weeks. For more information visit us on the web at 
wordonthestreetbaltimore.wordpress.com 
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acceptance together.  
The B’More Clubhouse is 

honored to have had the opportunity 
to meet with Dr. Sharfstein and 
would like to thank him for taking 
time out of his busy schedule to 
learn how the B’More Clubhouse 
can help those who are suffering 
from mental illness.  

At the B’More Clubhouse, no one is 
defined or labeled by the word disability. 
Members leave their diagnoses at the door, 
and have a safe place to come without 
having to worry about the stigma that is 
often associated with mental illness. In this 
way, the Clubhouse empowers its members 
to lead meaningful and productive lives in 
their community. 

Every member can make a contribution 
to his or her community, regardless of his or 
her mental health condition. The Clubhouse 
relies on its members’ talents, skills, and 
dreams to function. This is why the member 
to staff ratio is kept small, so that most of 
the work can be done by the members. This 
way, every member has an opportunity to 
become involved. At the B’More 
Clubhouse, members and staff face 
challenges, build confidence, and gain 

Pictured: Tanya Phillips 
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NEWS 
If your program would like to be 

a part of the monthly 
newsletters please email 

Erika.rodriguez@fusiongroup 
for more information. 

 
Being Grant Ready 

Friday, November 2, 2012 - 9 
am to 5 pm 

Center For Urban Families 
2201 North Monroe Street 

Baltimore, MD 21217 
A Comprehensive AND 

Affordable Training Covering All 
The Nuts ‘n Bolts for Successful 

Grant Development and 
Writing! 

 SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR 
FUSION PARTNERS! 

$35 in advance/ $55 at the 
door* 

Includes a 60-page 
Compendium, and each 

organization sending 
participants receives 2 FREE 

hours of coaching! 
 Space IS Limited! 

 E-mail NOW to reserve your 
spot with an advance payment,  

or learn more. 
GetInfo.SET@gmail.com 

 
If you haven’t yet noticed —

 Indypendent Reader is proud 
to announce that we have 

officially changed our format to 
a weekly online periodical! 

This is a major step for us, and 
it means a lot of changes. 

Every Monday we’re publishing 
a host of new articles. You can 
find all the new content on the 
front page of indyreader.org.  

 
EVENTS 

 See a list of Baltimore Free 
School classes here: 
http://freeschool.redemmas.or
g/calendar/2012-06 
 

 
 

 

responsibility for children's 
success - in school and in 
life? 

In this session, Alliance 
leaders will explore the 
concepts of community 
teachers and community 
schools, and the assembled 
activists, practitioners and 
leaders will engage in 
productive dialogue, geared 
towards action that advances 
all of our work. 
RSVP at EVENTS@ACTS-
Alliance.org or 
http://raceandclassinurbaned.e
ventbrite.com/  

Wednesday, November 5, 2012, 5:00 - 
8:00 p.m. 

University of Maryland, School of 
Social Work 

306 West Redwood Street, 2nd floor 
Training Room  

 
The Alliance for Community 

Teachers and Schools (ACTS) invites 
you to the first Symposium of the 
2012-2013 school year. These events 
provide an opportunity for Baltimore 
activists and educators to challenge 
one another to intensify our 
engagement around the most pressing 
democratic issue of our time: the 
revitalization and excellence of public 
education and urban communities. The 

Youth, Education and Arts 
Community Teachers, Community Schools: 
Race, Class and Achievement in Education 

symposia are collaborative sessions 
that re-envision the successful 
development of children, families and 
community. ACTS explores bold 
responses, solutions, practices and 
policies that ground learning in the 
context of community. 
• How can we engage student with a 

passion for learning and healthy 
development? 

• Are parents prepared to be co-
educators with teachers? Are 
teachers prepared to be co-educators 
with parents? 

• How does community connection 
help teachers teach better and ready 
children for learning? 

• How can community partners share 

Harold Bailey: 2012 Baltimore Community Fellow  
Harold Bailey’s three siblings went to Brown, Yale and Loyola. At the age of 23, Bailey went to prison. 

 
His near 20-year incarceration—for a fight that resulted in a homicide—affected his entire family. But 

instead of turning their backs on him, family members’ support helped Bailey muster the determination to keep 
learning and improving through reading and continuing his formal education. As a result, Bailey’s post-prison life 
has been successful. He earned his bachelor’s degree and a Master’s degree. He has been steadily employed, is a 
dedicated church-goer and has worked as a literacy tutor for others. 
Too many former prisoners don’t share his post-release experience, Bailey says, and much of that has to do with 
the lack of support while in prison and after release. 

“Fortunately, I had incredible family support,” he says. “Many individuals who have been incarcerated are 
around negative naysayers and toxic personalities. And they are disabled in terms of literacy. They cannot read, 
cannot write and cannot compute. My life’s passion is to assist them because I know the struggles they go 
through.” 

Through the Re-entry Employment and Economic Empowerment Program, Bailey will work with formerly 
incarcerated black males to help improve their re-entry outcomes. Over the course of his fellowship, he will work 
one-on-one with up to 125 men to help them finish their schooling—or help them learn to read and write, if 
necessary—and go on to sustainable careers. 

Heritage United Church of Christ, of which Bailey is a member, will serve as host site to the project. And 
Bailey also will partner with Tuerk House, a substance abuse treatment and recovery center. 

With the assistance of these and other partners, Bailey will help his program participants develop a resume 
and short- and long-term goals. He’ll provide educational, employment and life counseling as well as deceptively 
simple practical information such as how to replace a lost Social Security card, the meaning of internal fortitude 
and persistence and why smiling is a much better way to greet people than scowling. 

“When you’re incarcerated, smiling may not have been the thing to do,” Bailey says. “But we’re not 
incarcerated anymore. Many of them have to learn how to relate outside of prison.” 
He’ll also motivate the men he works with by continuously reminding them of their value to their families and their 
communities. 

“I came out of prison a better person, so I feel I have a moral incentive to give back,” Bailey says. “Many of 
these men fear failure, but many of them fear success. They don’t believe they deserve it. It is important that they 
learn to wake up to their own humanity and self-worth.” 

In prison, Bailey read voraciously. One book that motivated him was Long Walk to Freedom, Nelson 
Mandela’s autobiography. A quote from Mandela serves both as Bailey’s personal inspiration and a mantra for the 
men who he hopes will experience success in his program: “There are few misfortunes in this world that cannot be 
turned into personal triumphs if one has an iron will and the necessary skills.” 

http://www.audaciousideas.org/author/haroldbailey/  
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